Information on the Requirements for

Medical Treatment Visas
In terms of Section 11 of the Immigration Act 13 of 2002 “The Act” it is necessary for a foreign national entering South Africa to be possessed of an appropriate visitors permit.
Section 11 of the act provides for entry to South Africa for the following purposes:

· Holiday;
· Study not exceeding 90 days; and/or

· To conduct business, whilst in South Africa.

Passport holders from visa exempt countries will receive an automatic visa upon arrival in South Africa.  Visa exemptions are determined by bilateral agreements between governments.

A list of visa exempt countries can be accessed through www.immigration.org.za
It is necessary to enquire through the South African Embassy, High Commission or Consular Office in your country of residence in order to determine whether a visitor’s permit/visa will be necessary.  It is important further to note that in the event of such visa/visitors permit being necessary that application must be done in your home country with the outcome being awaited in that country and the visa/permit being endorsed on your passport prior to departure for South Africa in order to ensure that you are allowed entry.
The correct procedure to follow when undertaking medical treatment in South Africa would be to apply in terms of Section 17 of the act for a medical treatment permit.

This type of visitors permit can be granted for a period of longer than 3 months on the basis that the applicant is indeed undergoing medical treatment after providing proof that medical institution which will deliver the treatment is in good standing and has confirmed that it has received guarantees or payment to its satisfaction that the medical treatment costs will be paid.

It is further required that the medical institution must provide a periodic certification that foreign national is indeed under medical treatment.

As is the case in all kinds of other types of visitor’s permits, it is necessary to provide proof of a return ticket or in some instances to make payment of a security deposit to the Embassy or Department of Home Affairs in order to secure the costs of your repatriation, should it become necessary.  This is refundable, upon leaving the country.

It would also be required to provide proof that the person undergoing medical treatment will have sufficient resources to maintain themselves during the course of their stay on such visitors permit.
Should you require any assistance with your application for a medical treatment permit or any further advice then visit www.immigration.org.za or e-mail enquiries@immigration.org.za for a quick response.
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